
Bear Flag
Republic

Declaring independence from Mexican control, this republic
was declared in 1846 by American settlers living in
California; this political act was part of a larger American
political and military strategy to wrest Texas and California
from Mexico.

"Bleeding Kansas"
A sequence of violent events involving abolitionists and pro-
Slavery elements that took place in Kansas-Nebraska
Territory. The dispute further strained the relations of the
North and South, making civil war imminent.

Compromise of
1850

(1) California admitted as free state, (2) territorial status and popular
sovereignty of Utah and New Mexico, (3) resolution of Texas-New
Mexico boundaries, (4) federal assumption of Texas debt, (5) slave
trade abolished in DC, and (6) new fugitive slave law; advocated by
Henry Clay and Stephen A. Douglas

Dred Scott
Case

Supreme Court case which ruled that slaves are not citizens but are
property, affirmed that property cannot be interfered with by Congress,
slaves do not become free if they travel to free territories or states,
fueled abolitionist movement, hailed as victory for the south

Fugitive Slave
Act

A law that made it a crime to help runaway slaves; allowed
for the arrest of escaped slaves in areas where slavery was
illegal and required their return to slaveholders

Kansas-Nebraska
Act

1854 - Created Nebraska and Kansas as states and gave
the people in those territories the right to chose to be a free
or slave state through popular sovereignty.

Manifest Destiny
A notion held by a nineteenth-century Americans
that the United States was destined to rule the
continent, from the Atlantic the Pacific.

Mexican-American
War

(1846-1848) The war between the United
States and Mexico in which the United States
acquired one half of the Mexican territory.

Treaty of Guadalupe
Hidalgo

Treaty that ended the Mexican War, granting
the U.S. control of Texas, New Mexico, and
California in exchange for $15 million

Uncle Tom's Cabin
Novel by Harriet Beecher Stowe that

convinced many Americans it was time to
end slavery in the United States



Wilmot Proviso 1846 proposal that outlawed slavery in any
territory gained from the War with Mexico


